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Linguistic diversity 
and variation
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Language documentation

Language description

Documentary and descriptive linguistics

(Bird & Simons 2003, Thieberger 2004, Gippert et al. 2006, Himmelmann 2006, Austin 2007, Dryer 2007, Chelliah 2010, Haspelmath 2010, Bowern 2015, Gawne et al. 2017)
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Association



Illustrations of the IPA

https://richardbeare.github.io/marijatabain/ipa_illustrations_all.html
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The Kiel Convention takes place.



Principles of the IPA

Phonemic Typographical

/b/

[β] - [b]

/rouver/

/ɻoʊvɚ/



Albanian
Shqip



Albanian

(Coretta, Reis CC-BY-SA 4.0)(Gjinari 1988, Eslie & Gross 2009)



After WWII



Socio-political context



Spacio-urban policies



Tirana up to the 1970s



Congress of Orthography (1972)



Literacy for All



July 1990 - German Embassy



Tirana Now



Pazari i Ri (“Viktualien Markt”), 1959 & 2017



Phonetics/Phonology in Albanology

20 articles since 1960

● All impressionistic 
● Standard normative
● Historical grammar
● Dialectology

JPhon 0
LabPhon 0
JASA 0



That said ...

● Grammatical descriptions of all varieties of two 
main dialects 

● Review here previous peer-reviewed work



Northern Tosk   Toskërishtja veriore

(Coretta, Reis CC-BY-SA 4.0)



Methods

Word list + Sentences + Era e Veriut dhe Dielli (‘The North Wind and the Sun’)

Auditory impressions

Acoustic measurements

Palatography + Labiography + UTI (1 speaker)

5 speakers of Northern Tosk (+1 excluded)



Vowels

i /pikɜ/ pikë ‘drop, dot’

y /pykɜ/ pykë ‘head (of a hammer)’

u /puɽɔ/ puro ‘cigar’

e /peɽi/ peri ‘thread’

ɜ /pɜɽ/ për ‘for’

ɔ /pɔɽ/ por ‘but’

a /paɽa/ para ‘before’

(partly based on Beci 2004)



Vowels



Vowels



Vowels



Vowels

➔ Unstressed vowels (e.g. Belluscio 2014)

➔ Vowel sequences (e.g. Beci 2002)



Consonants

Bilabial Labio-
dental Dental Alveolar

Post-alveolar
Retroflex Palatal Velar Glottal

Apical Laminal

Plosive p b t d k ɡ

Affricate ts dz tʃ dʒ t̻ʃ̻ d̻ʒ̻

Nasal m n ɲ

Trill r

Flap ɽ

Fricative f v θ ð s z ʃ ʒ h

Approx. j

Lateral ɫ l



Consonants



Consonants



Consonants



Consonants



Consonants



Consonants



Consonants



Consonants



Consonants

● Northern Tosk contrasts two rhotics: 〈r〉 and 〈rr〉

● In our data, 〈rr〉 was all but invariably an alveolar trill [r]

● Whereas 〈r〉 showed a great deal of variation (see also Belluscio 2014)

○ E.g. retroflex flap [ɽ], retroflex approximant [ɻ], (post-)alveolar approximant [ɹ]

○ Generally speaking, [ɻ] was found in the coda, with [ɽ] elsewhere

○ However, with limited data, we cannot yet make any definitive generalisations



One more thing...



(Whalen et al. 2020)



(palatography, UTI)

(labiography, UTI)

(phonotactics)

(Whalen et al. 2020)



Future work

● IPA Illustration of Gheg and other varieties of Albanian

● More extensive investigation of Albanian acoustics and articulation

○ Rhotics

○ Affricates

○ /ɜ/

● Perceptual studies

● Sociophonetics



eɽa e veɽiut ðe dieɫi pɔ ziheʃin se kuʃ iʃte mɜ i fɔɽtɜ ǀ
kuɽ aty kalɔi ɲɜ uðɜtaɽ t̻ʃ̻ɜ kiʃte veʃuɽ ɲɜ paɫtɔ tɜ nɡɽɔhtɜ ǁ

ata ɽanɜ dakɔɽd t̻ʃ̻ɜ  kuʃ do ta bɜnte uðɜtaɽin tɜ hit̻ʃ̻te paɫtɔn mɜ pɜɽpaɽa do tɜ t̻ʃ̻uhej 
mɜ i fɔɽti ǁ

fiɫ pas kɜsaj ǀ
eɽa e veɽiut fiɫɔi tɜ fɽynte me d̻ʒ̻iθɜ fut̻ʃ̻inɜ e saj ǀ
pɔɽ sa mɜ ʃumɜ t̻ʃ̻ɜ fɽynte at̻ʃ̻ mɜ ʃumɜ kapej uðɜtaɽi pas paɫtɔs sɜ tij ǀ
deɽisa mɜ nɜ fund eɽa e veɽiut u doɽɜzua ǁ

pastaj dieɫi lɜʃɔi rezet e tij tɜ nɡɽɔhta ǀ
ðe meɲɜheɽɜ uðɜtaɽi e hɔt̻ʃ̻i paɫtɔn ǁ

e kɜʃtu eɽa e veɽiut u detyɽua tɜ pɽanɔnte t̻ʃ̻ɜ dieɫi iʃte mɜ i fɔɽtɜ se ajɔ



Thanks!
Faleminderit!
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